Review FICTION

W har inspired you to create such an
arypical heroane?

Charlie came about because she was
samenne | wanted to read abour, a
strong, independent characrer bue

fo

not o guy in nylons.” In
fiction, women wich
the ability o kill
have a rendency o
be porcrayed eicher as
psychopaths or assassing,
and I had in mind char
Charlie would be nei-
ther. Receiving death-

threar lecrers through
a magazine column
I was wriring wis
another prompt. [t
focused my mind on
how people respond
o danger. My first
act was to sign up for
self-defense lessons,
wlich also praved o
be excellent research.
I pur Charlie under
threar, just o see how
she would reace.
Why did you decide to
miake Charlie’s move to
the 1715, permanent in
Third Steibe?
| found the process of having
Charlie look ar another counery
and another people through a
SECANEEr's £Ves 4 Very interesting
one. She's always felt like an ouc-
sider looking in, and this seemed
o incensify chat fecling of

See the review at www.publishersweekly.com/thirdstrike

[Q&A]

PW TALKS WITH ZOE SHARP

Girls and Guns

In Third Strike (Reviews, Aug. 11), UK. crime writer Zog Sharp’s
Charlie Fox, an ex-British soldier turned bodyguard, faces her tough-
est protection assignment yer: her parents.

isolation. OF course, having Charlie in
the Unired Srares allowed her to carry
a handgun legally, something she
could no longer do i I'd kepe ber in
the UK. full rime.

Charlie is extremely knowledgeable
about weapons and defense rech-
nigues, Whar's your research prigess?
| realized thiat the awareness of your
surroundings thit vou develop
through self-defense craining was just
the kind of traic T wanced her to have,
I've browght o lot of what © learned
into the books, and picked up a loc
more along the way, T used o bea
competition target rifle shooter, so |
was fairly familiar with guns before |
started o wrire the books.

You've raken avery hands-on
approach with some of your fans
Every year, the Bouchercon mystery
convention has a charicy auction,
where various auchors put forward
logs. In 2006, one of mine was a
varineion on the usoal “have breakfase
with the author” 1t became “have
breakfuse and go to the gun range
with the author”, The unusial factor
was rhat the winning bidder has been
blined since birch. She wene our and
boughe cheap cransistor rudios o use
for target praceice. With the radios
providing direcrion to che mrgee, she
put more holes in chat oucline ar 10
feer than most novice shoorers man-
age first rime oue, She's a brillianc
example tha you can do enyching you
ser your mind o,

—Jordan Foster
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safery of her family manor, Alle
Francis, Jane’s brother and guar
enraged thae Jane has ruined he
for a policically advantageous m
and birteely marries her off to lo
ery bumpkin Harry Hudd, Jane
her lot, even as she pines for Ca
chafes under the yoke of her bo
band, bue fare and ducy force he
for her family, her land and her
Though Anand weaves a few o
important figures and famous p
the life of one lady of the moors
Gramfr comes to mind more than
her story has plenty of sacisfying
and historic derail, (O, )
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* The New Annotated Dr
Bram Stoker, edited with a forewan
notes by Leslie S. Klinger. Norton, 3
(624 p) ISEN 878-0-393-06450-6

Klinger brings the same impre
breadrh of knowledge ehat distin
The New Amnotated Sherfock Hofnes
definitive exumination of one of ¢
horror novels of all tme, Adoprin
ceit thar Stoker’s narrarive 15 base
Klinger elucidares the ploe and hi
context for boch Stoker devorees o
more fumaliar with Count Dracul.
countless populir culoure versions
he had privileged access to che oy
Seoker delivered o his publisher,
able to note changes berween it ar
first edition and comment on cthe
for chem, Through close reading,
rases questions abour such mateer
role of lead vampire-hunter Yan k
and wheeher the villainous count |
disparched ar book's end. An intre
by Meil Gaiman, numerous illustr
£552YS 0N [opics mnging from D
the movies to the academic respon
much more enhance the packige.
Hhar fonr {0g.)
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Pemberley by the Sea
Abigail Reynolds. Sourcebooks, $14
(432p) ISEN 978-1-4022-1356-4

I ehis engaging love story, Au
thusiast Reynolds (The Pamnberley |
siois) brings echoes of Elizaberh a
o present-day New England. Ma
ogist Cassie Boulton spends sumi
in insuliar Cape Cod academic cor
studying sale marshes. Sparks fly
Calder Westing, the heir of a fam



